
upcoming events 
 

Pizza for Pilgrims! 
5:00pm-9:00pm, Pizza Ranch 

Registration Meetings for 
 current 10th and 11th graders  

6:00pm/6:45pm, BR Library 
 

ND State Class B 
Girls Basketball Tournament 

Grand Forks 

Region 6 
Boys Basketball Tournament 

MSU Dome 

2020 Prospective Student Day 
Bishop Ryan 

Andrew Crockett Memorial 
Boys Basketball Tournaments 

BR Gymnasium & Activity Center 

Science Olympiad Regional 
Minot State University 

End of Third Quarter 
 

UMary Vocations Jamboree 
University of Mary 

BR School Board Meeting 
BR Library, 5:15pm 

NO SCHOOL: Spring Break 

ND State Class B 
Boys Basketball Tournament 

Bismarck 

GLORY DAY! 
All-School Mass, 2:00pm 

Assistant Chaplains Ski Trip 
 

LION TIMES 
A  MONTHLY  BISHOP  RYAN  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  FAMILY  NEWSLETTER 

monthly highlights 

Hunter’s Education Class at BR  2 

The Days of Giving are Coming!  3 

Encountering Christ in Lent  4 

 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Office Information 

Middle School/High School Office: 
Mrs. Brintnell, Secretary 

Mr. Lee, Principal 

(701) 838-3355, option 1 

Elementary/Preschool Office: 
Mrs. Selk, Secretary 

Mrs. Steckler, Principal 

(701) 838-3355, option 2 

If you’re anything like me, you’re wondering how we’re already in March, 
especially when Christmas break was a hot minute ago and we only 
started school yesterday. (At least that’s what it feels like…) 
 

But with the weather changing and the first day of the fourth quarter 
making this month’s calendar events, it’s time to start looking ahead to the 
2020-2021 school year. This year, we’ll be doing something diferent that I 
wanted to share with you that will help us get a jump-start on setting things 

up for the new school year! 
 

First, we’ll be asking parents of all current kindergartners through juniors to review and return a 
re-enrollment form for next year. This form (which will be mailed to you) will give you the chance 
to go over all the information we have on-file, making sure it’s correct. At that time, you can also 
pay your $150 registration fee for each student, officially reserving their spot for next year. 
(Students who don’t re-enroll with the form and registration fee by April 15 will be treated as new 
students, meaning that you’ll have to complete the new student application process and submit 
the $250 registration fee.) Having a solid number earlier in the spring will help us make 
decisions that better benefit our students in planning for next year. 
 

So on that note, here are some important dates to keep in mind as he head into the spring: 
 

MARCH 12: Prospective Student Day 2020! If you know families who are interested in learning 
more about Bishop Ryan, please tell them about this day, and I’d appreciate you sharing our 
facebook event, too! 
 

MARCH 16: 2020-2021 Tuition Assistance and Scholarship Applications will be available online 
and in the offices. Re-enrollment forms will be sent to each family. 
 

APRIL 15: Tuition assistance and scholarship applications and re-enrollment forms/fees due. 
 

MAY 6: As part of the Honors Mass celebration and awards, we’ll introduce all of our 
scholarship recipients, and you are more than welcome to join us for that special event and our 
May Crowning ceremony before Mass. 
 

Along with these days, there will be many exciting events taking us through the end of the year, 
so keep an eye on your emails and the school calendar, and let’s have a great end for a great 
bunch of Lions. (And as always, thank you for sharing your family with ours!) 

52 Days and counting... 



Celebrate our Living Faith! 

Morning Mass (7:20am in the Chapel of Divine Mercy)   
   Thursday, March 5th - Friday, March 6th 
   Monday, March 9th - Friday, March 13th 
   Monday, March 16th - Wednesday, March 18th 
   Monday, March 23rd - Tuesday, March 24th 
   Thursday, March 26th - Friday, March 27th 
   Monday, March 30th - Tuesday, March 31st 
Glory Day & All-School Mass 
   Wednesday, March 25th at 2:00pm 

Each year, Bishop Ryan Catholic School invites interested 
students to live a day in the life of a Lion during Prospective 
Student Day. Visiting students are paired up with current 
Bishop Ryan students, and they get to spend their time 
walking the hallways, attending classes, and asking 
questions about what makes Bishop Ryan a great school! 
 

If you know a family who might be interested in Prospective 
Student Day, please have them contact Jaimie Brunner 
(701-838-3355 or jbrunner@brhs.com) or visit 
www.bishopryan.com/psd. 
 

The registration deadline is noon on Tuesday, March 10th, 
and if March 12th doesn’t work, Jaimie can help with other 
opportunities to visit and tour our school. 

WANNA PLAY? 

Women’s Tournament, Power and Fun: April 18th 
Co-Ed Tournament, Power and Fun: April 19th 

 

For registration and more information: 

bishopryan.com/bigdig  

    In Mark Vickerman’s honor, Mark Hunt will be stepping in to provide a Hunter’s 
    Education class at Bishop Ryan again this spring. The class will meet from 6pm
-      to 8:30pm on March 16th, 17th, 19th, 30th, 31st and April 2nd in Mrs. Vickerman’s 
      room at Bishop Ryan. Parents or guardians are asked to attend the first night to sign 
           student registration cards. To enroll:  1) Go to https://gf.nd.gov,  2) Click “Hunter 
           Education” on the right hand side of the website,  3) Scroll down the page and click on 
  "Find a Class",  4) At the bottom of the "GNF Education Menu" box, click on the "List of 
  Education Courses" link,  5) In the top right corner above the list of courses, click on “Post 
Enrollment".  6) Enter course number 3651  and complete all required personal information to enroll.  
7) Click the “Add Enrollment” button at the bottom and complete the registration process. 
 

Enrollees must be 11 years old within the calendar year. Attendance is mandatory. If you do not attend, 
you will lose the opportunity to take a class this year. You may not enroll in more than one course at a 
time. If you have any questions, please contact Mark at (701) 340-3933. 



At the State Tournament in Fargo, the Lions joined forces 
in the team dual tournament to bring home  

he consolation championship trophy. On the individual side, 
Corbin Okeson was the state runner-up at 182, Keegan 

Henjum was 4th at 275, Noah Swegarden was 7th at 220, 
and Lane Cooper (one of our co-op athletes from South 

Prairie) finished 8th at 106. Great season, gentlemen! 

The end of the girls’ season took them through a qualifying 
win in the District 12 Tournament to a first-round finish in 

the Region 6 Tournament. Sydney Upton was named to the 
District 12 and Region 6 all-tournament teams. It was fun 
to watch you grow as a team this year, ladies; way to go! 

 

A Monday night “W” means the boys earned a trip to the 
Region 6 Tournament set for next week at the MSU Dome, 

and Conner Thompson was named to the all-D12 
tournament team. The R6 first-round puts the Lions in a 

7:30pm contest with Drake-Anamoose on Monday night, 
March 9th. Good luck, boys! 

 

Things are beginning to ramp up for track & field, softball, 
baseball, golf and trap shooting. Stay tuned! 

 

Close to half of our spots are already reserved! 
For more information and to register, 

visit bishopryan.com/summerllaf. 

THANK YOU 
to everyone who contributed concession stand 

goodies like fruit and baked goods 
for the Andrew Crockett Memorial Girls 

Tournament Weekend! 
 

The boys take the courts on March 14th and 15th, 
and we’d be so grateful if you’d be able to help 

with donations of more of the same again. 
 

All donated goodies can be dropped off 
on Friday, March 13th. 



   Lent is that wonderful time of year when we 
traditionally give up something, offer a few more alms, 
and work on being a bit more active in a positive way. 
It is a time for observing penitential practices in a spirit of 
expectant joy as we prepare for Easter, much like 
someone abstaining from food to enjoy a wonderful 
upcoming meal! Year after year, we come full circle to 
these forty days, always remembering these externals. I 
wonder, do we often think about what is going on inside? 
 

   To illustrate what I mean, let's imagine a friendship from 
its beginning to its maturity. A friend is throwing a party, 
and at the party you meet somebody. He is easy to talk to, 
funny, and quite interesting. After the initial encounter, 
the two of you continue to meet through common 
friends, and you find each other's company all the more 
enjoyable. On one occasion, he asks if you would like to 
join him in one of your shared interests. After this 

pleasant time enjoying each other's presence, meetings become a regular occurrence; things develop as time goes on into a deeper 
friendship. Each of you sees parts in the other which grate on the other's nerves, yet still you want the greater good for one another. 
Soon, you find yourselves opening up to one another on a level something like that of lovers or family members, but different in its 
expression of intimacy. Beginning to share personal histories, fears, values, and dreams, the two of you create a significant bond, which 
expresses itself in a language of jokes and references others may know when they hear them, but find difficult to understand. You develop 
your own "language" with one another. 
 

   Time passes, life gets busy, and the two of you spend less time together, yet if you get the chance to catch up, it is as if you picked up 
right where you left off. The relationship is not static: you feel as if nothing changes, yet it is never the same. Looking forward to more time 
for your friend, you find it easier to work through some more difficult situations and even develop a greater detachment from things which 
needlessly consumed your daily schedule. All this to make more time for your friend. In this relationship, the older it gets, the newer it 
becomes. 
 

   This is exactly what the liturgical year is trying to do for us. We continually hear the history of our friend Jesus' family and life. 
He invites us to share with him our own stories and lives, fears and struggles. He walks with us on our path, guiding us expertly, if we are 
willing to listen. He also invites us to walk with him in his life, death, resurrection, and beyond.  
 

   His body, the Church, is the mouth from which such repeated and beloved tales are spoken, and where we encounter who he is by  
contact with his beloved who gather. The Eucharist, the meal he instituted for our benefit, is where we share in deep intimacy the secrets 
of our hearts; incoherent at times, clear at others. Our actions throughout the day become a place where we think of and live in Christ, 
whether it be in suffering, wonder, or in joy, reflecting upon and emanating his love and mercy. 
 

   The fasts we make are moments we cut out distractions to make time for him, strengthening our bond and creating a significant place of 
meeting in prayer. The alms we offer are attempts to bring his friendship to others—not just treasure, but time, talents and acts of 
kindness. The positive acts we do are not just works of mercy, but changing our attitudes and habits, so that we enliven others with our 
faith and hope in Christ. This friendship, once developed, cannot be lived in isolation—we are never just alone with Jesus. It is a special 
relationship, that as it grows in intensity between the two of us, spills out into all the relationships in our life. We are changed by this 
friendship and we change others because we ourselves are changed. 
 

   How sweet this friendship can be! The difference between the aforementioned hypothetical friend and 
Christ lies in Jesus' continual presence. Unlike a human friend, no matter how close, we never have to fear 
hurt and anxiety, coldness and distance, unless we bring those to our relationship with Christ. And unlike 
that seemingly perfect human friendship, our relationship with Jesus never ends, even when we die. In 
fact, at that point our relationship with him intensifies, for we come to know him and see him more fully. 
So, take this to heart if you can, and join in a true friendship with Christ, share in this gift with him always. 
 

   Take advantage of this special time of year to encounter Christ more deeply; to walk with him and he 
with you. May God give the blessing! Please also know of the prayers that the Monks of Assumption Abbey 
offer on your behalf and for your loved ones. Have a blessed Lent. 
 

Brother Symeon Rubbelke is a Bishop Ryan alumnus fulfilling his monastic call 
at Assumption Abbey in Richardton, North Dakota. 

by Br. Symeon Rubbelke, OSB 

 






